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Why should it be that when I meet

the Minister of Finance, or any Min-
ister for that matter, that I know that
I’m not speaking to the person who
makes the decisions? How can that be
in a democracy? In Great Britain they
share Japan’s Parliamentary system,
but their cabinet agencies reflect the
views of the Prime Minister and the
people who elect the parliament, and
they run the agency. Of course the
Ministers consult with the bureau-
crats, but they are held accountable for
reflecting the Prime Minister’s views
and the national will. Unfortunately,
that can’t be said about today’s Japan.

I also find it ironic that the political
reforms, such as single delegate dis-
tricts, that were supposed to open up
Japan’s democracy and decision mak-
ing, have not brought about the fun-
damental change in the system that
everyone expected. The lack of a strong
multi-party system, with a strong and
viable opposition party remains a bar-
rier to reform and serves as a wall
through which ideas and change cannot
penetrate.

Just as Americans still have much to
learn from Japan’s successes, my point
must also be to emphasize that we are
affected by how Japan handles the
challenges now posed by the weaker
parts of their economy. Our relation-
ship is not just a matter of the ties be-
tween our leaders, the tremendously
important military alliance we share
or the many forms of business and in-
vestment we transact between one an-
other. We are increasingly connected
through currencies, our banking sys-
tems and loan policies, the value of
stocks, and whether Japan puts too
much emphasis on exporting its way
out of the problems rather than inter-
nal measures. We in the U.S. hope that
our economic condition will insulate
ourselves from the downturns in Asia.
But we have to worry about markets
shrinking for our products and espe-
cially any growth in our sizable trade
deficit with Japan.

My biggest fear is that if the Asian
crisis remains unchecked, and average
Americans begin to feel the impact of
the succeeding market collapses on
their incomes, they will begin to ques-
tion Japan’s national resolve and polit-
ical will to deal with these problems. I
especially don’t want to see any fur-
ther reasons for Americans to turn
within or fear an active role in world
trade. Throughout my political career,
I have pushed very hard in my state of
West Virginia for open markets, a glob-
al economy and fought against the
forces of isolation and protectionism.
Competition has served both my state
and my country, and they will Japan as
well.

So, the actions Japan takes, or does
not take, will affect America, as surely
as they will their neighbors in Asia.

I hope both our nations’ leaders will
continue to place the utmost impor-
tance on the U.S.-Japan relationship.
Its strength is the basis for honesty
with one another, for the ability to ad-

dress problems together, and to pursue
regional and shared objectives. We also
must maintain and nurture this
strength, which especially requires us
to appreciate the role that our econo-
mies have on one another—because of
their effect on our people and our sense
of ourselves as nations. And this is a
time when steps are more urgently re-
quired to ensure progress and prevent
any kind of setback. I pledge to do my
part in continuing to promote the im-
portance and the potential of a strong,
close U.S.-Japan relationship at all
levels.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

COMMEMORATION OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today as I and a number of my col-
leagues do every year to mark and re-
member a dark day in human history:
The beginning of the systematic exter-
mination of 1.5 million Armenian men,
women, and children.

On April 24, 1915—eighty-three years
ago—the Ottoman Empire launched a
brutal and unconscionable policy of
mass murder. Over an eight year pe-
riod, 1.5 million Armenians were killed,
and another 500,000 were driven from
their homes, their land and property
confiscated.

As we remember the dark past of the
Armenian people, however, our act of
remembrance also offers the oppor-
tunity to celebrate hope and the resil-
ience of the human spirit. Today, the
people of Armenia can look to a prom-
ising future, as they continue to work
for democracy and peace in their home-
land.

The Armenian genocide was the first
genocide of the twentieth century, an
appalling precursor to events in Nazi
Germany, Soviet Russia, Cambodia,
Bosnia and Central Africa, as well as
too numerous other places. As we mark
this day of remembrance, people of
conscience around the world must re-
double our commitment to fight for
human dignity and freedom, and vow
to never again allow genocide to
occur.∑
f

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

∑ Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, April
24th is the day we remember the hor-
rors inflicted upon the Armenians in
Turkey during World War I and after-
ward. Today, we express our solidarity
with Armenians everywhere, and re-
flect upon the meaning of their suffer-
ing and sacrifice. We mourn the dead,
and express our condolences to their
living descendants. During that ter-
rible tragedy, about 1.5 million people
were killed.

The massacres and deportations of
the Armenians during that period were
a forerunner of subsequent horrors per-
petrated against other peoples. The Ar-
menians were the first victims of geno-

cide in this century, when civilian pop-
ulations, defined by ethnicity, race or
religion, have been targeted by soldiers
or paramilitary groups, and in some
cases, by sovereign states using all
their instruments of military power to
destroy a people.

We mark this day so as never to for-
get what happened, and to strengthen
our conviction to prevent any
recurrences in the future. Not only
against Armenians, but against any
people.

During and after World War I, Arme-
nians did not have a state of their own.
Today, independent Armenia defends
Armenians everywhere, and they, in
turn, protect the interests of their an-
cient homeland. Armenia is a country
of great promise, despite its many
troubles. We fervently hope that the ef-
forts of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe’s Minsk
Group will be successful and the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict will be re-
solved peacefully. We pray that we may
see a prosperous Armenia living in
peace with all its neighbors, continuing
to teach the world lessons, as a light
unto the nations.∑
f

THE 83RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise
to join my colleagues in commemorat-
ing the 83rd anniversary of the Arme-
nian genocide, which consumed the
lives of one and a half million men,
women and children. Today, as we re-
member the sacrifice of the Armenian
people, we honor them by renewing our
commitment to protecting the fun-
damental rights and freedoms of all hu-
manity.

It is imperative, Mr. President, that
no nation or individual ever forget the
injustices suffered by the Armenians in
1915. Perhaps the most prominent wit-
ness to the Armenian genocide was
Henry Morgenthau, the U.S. Ambas-
sador to Turkey at the time, who de-
scribed the wide-scale and deliberate
orchestration of atrocities against the
Armenian people as ‘‘the Greatest Hor-
ror in History.’’ He later wrote,

‘‘Whatever crimes the most perverted
instincts of the human mind can de-
vise, and whatever refinements of per-
secutions and injustice the most de-
based imagination can conceive, be-
came the daily misfortunes of this de-
voted people. I am confident that the
whole history of the human race con-
tains no such horrible episode as this.
The great massacres and persecutions
of the past seem almost insignificant
when compared to the sufferings of the
Armenian race in 1915. The killing of
the Armenian people was accompanied
by the systematic destruction of
churches, schools, libraries, treasures
of art and of history in an attempt to
eliminate all traces of a noble civiliza-
tion some three thousand years old.’’

Ambassador Morgenthau’s assess-
ment of the great tragedy was con-
sonant with public reporting at the
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